Explaining clause-final negation
in northern sub-Saharan Africa

synchrony vs. history
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Clause-final negation as an areal feature in
Northern sub-Saharan Africa
=  CF negation has recently been suggested as an areal feature in NSSA

*  Dryer (2009): Central Africa
e Giildemann (2008): Macro-Sudan belt

Macro-Sudan belt (Giilldemann 2008)

= Macro-Sudan is a linguistic macro-area that runs s
across “a broad sub-Saharan belt from the western 1 e
end of the continent to the escarpment of the Y - .
Ethiopian Plateau in the east” and that must have ~
been shaped “by geographical factors which have SEI Ba
been relevant for a sufficiently long time period”. %

*  Macro-Sudan is defined by 6 linguistic features

Ve

*  logophoricity markers e

« labio-velar consonants

Ll e (I)  Berber spread zone
labial flaps (IT)  Chad-Ethiopia

(II) Macro-Sudan belt

¢ ATR vowel harmony

(IV) Bantu spread zone
* S-(Aux)-0-V-X (V) Kalahari Basin
¢ V-O-Neg

——_

Macro-Sudan belt (Giildemann 20038)

The macro-area has a concentric structure defined e
by the number of features and the frequency of i
their occurrence within a given family. Q. .

*  “hotbed” (“virtually all features and mostly in a regu- I
lar fashion™): Benue-Congo (excluding Narrow Bantu), 1
Adamawa-Ubangi, Bongo-Bagirmi, Moru-Mangbetu -
(centered around CAR) o E

*  “core™ (“at least three properties with intermediate or Vg,-
high frequency™): Gur, Kru, Kwa, Mande ey

»  “periphery” : [joid, Songhay, Dogon, Atlantic (1) Berber spread zone
(1) Chad-Ethiopia
(1) Macro-Sudan belt
(IV) Bantu spread zone
(V) Kalahari Basin

+  outliers / receptive neighbours (“the features are mostly
untypical for them; but they occur recurrently in member
languages which border on the area”): Chadic, Nilotic and
Narrow Bantu

——_

V-0-Neg order in central Africa (Dryer 2009)
= phenomenon: SVNegO & SVONeg (usually, Neg is clause-final, viz. SVOXNeg).

Lingala (Bantu C36d; DRCongo; Meeuwis 1998:40)

nakoki kokenda na  ndiko na  yé €
1SG.can.PRS INF.go.FV PREP house PREP 3SG NEG
‘I cannot go to her house’

a

V=-0-Neg order in central Africa (Dryer 2009)

= atypologically unusual property

= common in central Africa and in a
pocket on and near New Guinea

= presumably, an areal phenomenon a
(certain branches of Niger-Congo,
Nilo-Saharan, and Afro-Asiatic)

@ VO&VNeg 0-VO&NegV

Map 1. VO&VNeg languages in Africa, with their
core arca delincated (Dryer 2009:323)

——_




V-0-Neg order in central Africa (Dryer 2009)

= Negative markers are clause-final because they are somehow “pragmatic” rather
than “semantic”

“One factor that may be relevant is that negative morphemes, though they are traditionally
viewed as being semantic rather than pragmatic, since they (allegedly) simply change the
truth value of the proposition expressed by the clause, are perhaps bettered viewed as indi-
cating a particular kind of speech act, one of denying.”

(Dryer 2009:339)

V-0-Neg order in central Africa (Dryer 2009)

Dryer’s study is restricted to:

“neutral clausal negatives™ : negate an entire clause, which is declarative with a verbal
predicate

negative words rather than affixes (although the distinction “is not always easy”)

post-V Neg must be obligatory

*  post-V Neg must be obligatory in all declarative verbal jons (irrespective of
their TAM value, main/subordinate status, etc.)

What I argue... Reducing variation...

= Dryer’s coverage and analysis of data can be improved in a way that would .
increase its relevance for the macro-areality hypotheses involving the languages
of northern sub-Saharan Africa, such as the Macro-Sudan areality hypothesis

Certain reductionism in Dryer’s analysis and coverage of data: “typological
classification generally involves [reducing variation by] drawing arbitrary lines
in what is really a typological continuum™ (2009:316)

= A more adequate (diachronic) account of this typologically unusual syntactic * only Neg words
distribution of negative markers can be offered +  only Neg words in declarative verbal clauses

+  only obligatory Neg words

+ only obligatory Neg words that are obligatory in all declarative verbal constructions

The truth is in the details. though... Excluding OV...

. Bokobaru (“Busa”) (Mande; Nigeria; Wedekind 1972:60)
“a theory of why languages are the way they are is fundamentally a

» (1) wa-¢ gari  yi swi=ne=ré
theory of language change...” (Dryer 2006) 3pLaiaB saddle tie scorpionto=NEG
“One does not tie a saddle to a scorpion’

= change is typically gradual

= synchronic diversity is a direct reflection of the gradualness of change “The reasons for restricting attention to VO languages in this paper derive from the
fact that it is VO languages in Africa, rather than OV languages, which exhibit a
crosslinguistically atypical pattern and a clear areal pattern within Africa [...] VNeg
languages [among QV] are widely scattered as a minority type in most parts of the
world, and are not especially common in Africa.” (Dryer 2009:314-315)

- OV&VNeg 0-OV&NegV




OVXNeg & VONeg and Macro-Sudan VO | {* o ?{\ ov

= From the perspective of the Macro-Sudan areality hypothesis, there is a problem
of logical incompatibility between the two syntactic features used, V-O-Neg and
S-(Aux)-O-V-X. = postverbal, and especially, clause-final negative markers irrespective of the order of

“Although this [ = Bokobaru] is not VONeg, it is like VONeg in that the negative occurs at V and O (and of the presence of other preverbal negative markers).

the end of the clause following postverbal elements. It differs from VONeg only in that the

postverbal elements it follows are adverbial elements rather than objects.” = astraightforward diachronic account
(Dryer 2009:314-315) *  Why post-V Neg? Because...
*  Why clause-final Neg? Because...
*  Why post-O Neg? Because?...

= although, framed this way, the feature is less restrictive, typologically it is still rather
remarkable (as cross-linguistically, negatives “tend to precede the verb”, Dryer 1988,
2009) and thus is a good candidate for being an area-specific feature

=  being inclusive with respect to the OV languages from the eastern part of the MS belt
as well, it becomes a better general MS feature

——‘ ——‘

A diachronic account
In Tura, “[particules dicto-modales] expriment en général des nuances affectives qui
porte sur le contenu de la proposition... appartiennent au style de conversation, ot elle
sont trés courantes. Par contre, elles ne se rencontrent guére dans les récits™

(Bearth 1971:239)

= where enough evidence is available, the most common source
of post-V and CF negative markers appears to be various
(inter)subjective (discourse/epistemic/emphasis/modal...)
particles/adverbs, which are prominently present in the
majority of the languages of the area and which are commonly In Wobé, “[particules conversationnelles] signalent plutot des faits relatifs a la situation
post-V and, when post-V, frequently CF. de communication, par exemple a attitude du locuteur face a son propre énoncé ou face
a celui d’interlocuteur”

= In descriptions, these elements are variously referred to as: (Egner 1989:225)
*  “modalités de proposition” (in Birom)
*  “modalités d’énoncé” (in Banda-Linda)
*  “particules conversationnelles™ (in Wobé¢)
*  “particules phrastiques” (in Bamana)
*  “marque terminales (déictique et d’emphase)” & “particules dicto-modales™ (in Tura)
*  “end of sentence modal markers” (in Boko/Busa/Bokobaru)
*  “modal adverbs” (in Eton)
+ “certificatifs” (in Bafia)

——‘ ——-‘

A diachronic account A diachronic account

= It is these (inter)subjective markers that are “pragmatic™ not the negative markers = occurrence of multiple negative exponence (double, sometimes triple and even
they may sometimes develop into quadruple) within a clause

=  Prominent presence of segmental (inter)subjective markers with clausal scope and = such negative markers are apparently relatively easy borrowable, unlike negators in
syntactically oriented to the clause as a whole can be considered as a conversational other parts of the world but like discourse markers, focus particles and phasal
strategy characteristic of this area adverbs (cf. Matras 2009)

+msiise
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Bantu Godié (Kru; Cote d’Ivoire)

Devos & van der Auwera (forthcoming) Marchese (1986:204-206)

=  minimizers (from ‘a bit’, ‘a little’), (in commands) politeness/impatience markers = wupost-V ‘just’ & post-V negative which is still optional in some constructions
(originally, often from locative pronouns ‘there’)

(166) 25 1¥ wD sukA 'He's not eating rice.'
= contrastive focus markers with clausal scope (originally, often from possessive e
pronouns)

he:NEG eat NEG rice

L] adverbs with negative semantics (‘in vain’, ‘for free”)

= negative answer particle (‘no’, ‘by no means”)

——‘

Krongo (Kadugli: Sudan) Pana (Gur:; Burkina Faso & Mali)
Reh (1985:370) Beyer (2009:207-209)

= CF negative éis “probably the emphasis particle ¢ = CF negative marker ya (absent in questions and subordinate clauses) is “the same
element” as focus/identification/*all-new-utterance” marker ya.
Krongo (Reh 1985:376)
R tée-ré imé va
(1) 49  n-dkkd aniy k-dadi-g ang 6 T e G be 1o
NEG 1/2-FUT 1SG LOC-INF.give-TR DAT:ISG NEG I dont drink millet b
‘I will not give it to you’ ontdr €t beer

(4) simiya (dé) a pueé
beer 1DT (CNJ) 18G drink:1ipE
It is millet beer, that T drink
) a pué simd ya
1sG drink:1PF beer Foc
I drink millet beer (and nothing else)
(7) dure-u ké ké  jifini ya
tree-DEF be:QUAL thing small Foc
The tree is small (really small)

‘ ——‘

Dzuun (Mande: Burkina Faso) A diachronie account

Solomiac (2007) = diachronically, negative markers appear to be rather unstable in this area
There is a variety of CF negative particles, in combination with a pre-V negative = negative markers can (and apparently, in some language groups, tend to) change
auxiliary-like markers. The most common and the most neutral in its semantics CF their syntactic position and degree of bonding over time

negative marker is waa.
= between pre- and post-V domains, the shift always appears to occur in one direction,

bada ”jamais” byt “jamais” d& ”plus” fyén ”jamais” viz. from post-V to pre-V, and within the post-V domain, mostly from non-immediately
karas “jamais” waas “pas” waari  “pas du tout” post-V slot (frequently, CF) to immediately post-V slot
= wazis in complementary distribution with CF particles of emphasis and polar questions = the specificity of negation patterns observed in NSSA is largely a direct reflection of

the specific pre-existent conditions and historical processes sketched here
= waais optional or lacking in some constructions, sometimes lacking in proverbs.

‘ ——‘





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


