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Negation Patterns in Sama Duru Languages

1) SAMA - DURU

(Adamawa State of Nigeria, Adamawa Region and North Region of Cameroon)

AMA (=Samba Lecko)
Sama (cluster); Nyong
Kolbila

Perema (Wom)

DURU
Vere- Gimine
Vere Vere Kaadaam Momi) cluster
Jango)
Kobom, Ejlim, Nissim
m cluster (Koma Ndera)
Gimme
Riitime
Kompana (=
X
X Lonto (Voko)

Pere

Dii cluster
Dugun

Duupa

2) Negation Patterns in Sama Duru languages

e Negation of verbal predications:
o with Clause-final Negative Markers (CNM)
o without Clause-final Negative Markers (CNM)

This classification has been
superceded by the new classification
that can be consulted at http://
www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb07-
adamawa/adamawa-languages/
samba-duru-group/samba-duru-
languages/

anme, Gimnime): Yegme; Baanime

e Negation of copula constructions, verb-less clauses, nominal predications.

2a) Negation of verbal predications with CNM

¢ Almost all Sama Duru languages possess negation markers which take clause-final position.

¢ In subordinate (and relative clauses) they may be followed by the respective markers; they also

occur before focus and simple question markers.

¢ In some languages the CNMs are the only overt sign of negation.

¢ In others the CNMs co-occur with:
o pre-verbal negative markers
o tonally modified verb forms
o post-verbal (negative) markers suffixed to the verb

2b) Negation of verbal predications without CNM

¢ In very few (2?) Sama Duru languages Clause final negation marking does not occur in all types of
verbal predications. In one it is not attested at all, in contrast to its closest relative.
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2¢) Negation of copula constructions, verb-less clauses, nominal predications

Clause final negative markers also occur in most languages (where data is already available) to negate

copula constructions, verb-less clauses, nominal predications which express for example: presentation,

identification, and existence. We noted:

e The same markers are used as in verbal predications.

e A different marker is used for certain constructions.

3) Language Samples
o Sama
° Kolbila
. Perema
U Dii
° Pere
. Beiya

° Riitime
. Lonto
. Kobom

. Momi, Jangu

° Dooyaaayo

CNM only: 3 different morphemes

CNM only: 2 different morphemes

CNM: 2 different morphemes; double negation?

CNM: 3 different morphemes; double negation in verbal predicates
CNM: 1 morpheme; double negation in verbal predicates
Absence of CNM in verbal predications;

CNM only in certain copula constructions, verb-less clauses,
nominal predications

CNM: 1 morpheme; double and triple negation marking
CNM only: 3 different morphemes

CNM: 1 morpheme; double and triple negation marking
CNM: 1 morpheme; double negation marking in certain
constructions

CNM occur only in negation of "performative" aspect”,
verb-less clauses, nominal predications.

Double and triple negation marking in certain constructions

4) Summary and comparative overview

see Table of Negation Markers

Abbreviations

ACT Actuality NEG Negation
ANT Anterior NEX Nominal Existence
ART Article (0] Object
AUX Auxiliary p Plural
CL Class PASS Passive
CON Conditional Marker PAST Past Tense
COP Copula PERF Perfective
DIR Directional POSS Possessive Pronoun
DEM Demonstrative QU Question marker
EX Existence REL Relative
FOC Focus S Subject
FUT Future ] Singular
IMP Imperative SUBJ Subjunctive
IPF Imperfective SUBR Subordination Marker
LOC Locative \" Verb
VN Verbalnoun
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Languages Samples
Sama (Samba of Allani) (Source: Gwenaélle Fabre: 2003)

Clause-final Negation Markers are the only signs of Negation; Three different Markers

(1) ga? Negation of identification
Fabre 2003: 287:49 /53
a) Abdii gaad ga? Abdou isn’t (the) chief.  Abdii gaar-a Abdou is (the)hief.
Abdou chief NEG Abdou chief NEX
(2) sé? Negation of predication
Fabre 2003: 286 : 47
Ama bsnso ma yan baa sé But now there isn’t money for the horse too
But now too horse money NEG
amd baa 5 tird but there is money.

but money ACT EX

(3) si? Negation of Imperative

Fabre 2003:160: 18/16
n béd gbed si? Don’t taste the food o bed gbera Taste the food.
2s.IMP taste food NEG.IMP 2s.IMP taste food-NEX

@) Negation of subordinate clauses and questions

Fabre: 2003:223:114/18/39

a) népa i ban sén d5 din k'on Ifena

Person.DEM 2s know NEG REL FUT truly throw off You, who don’t know to, it will surely throw you off.

b) néerée I€b ée vio sén giu ? Who didn’t buy a goat?
Person buy QU goat NEG QU

c) abdi Iébvdo g-ée? Didn’t Abdou buy a goat?
Abdou buy goat NEG + QU

Kolbila (Source: S. Littig, field notes)

Clause-final Negation Markers are the only signs of Negation; Two different Markers.

(1) sty Negation of verbal & nominal predicates.
a) don sup. It’s not an elephant. don-4. It’s an elephant.
elephant NEG elephant NEX
b) O lam an s S/he doesn’t cultivate. g lam an-a S/he cultivates something.
3s cultivate thing NEG anything 3s cultivate thing. NEX
c) U dii yan sty . S/he won’t come. g dii  yanu. S/he will come.
3s AUX come.VN NEG 3s AUX come.VN
(2) st Negation of Imperative
mui vad si. Don’t die! mii vad vdra. Die!
2s die NEG 2sdie VN
yaa si Don’t come! yaa yaana. Come!

come NEG come VN
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3) Negation of subordinate clauses and questions
a) maa waan wonéy siy dé mazd nup-bil. If it doesn’t rain we’ll leave in the morning.
COND rain  3srain NEG SUBR 1P leave morning. LOC
b)  mui gabo s-da. Don’t you know him?
2s know.3S.0BJ NEG-QU
c) mii di sty min . Where don’t you go?

2s go NEG where

(4) gan ... sty Negation of Copula Constructions =Existence

a) wil  gan sup. There is no water. wil dia  téna. There is water.
Water COP.NEG NEG water COP FOC

b) Ogan vaa arkéén sdp.  Heisn’t with a woman. O dd vaa arkéén-d. HO He is with..
3s COP.NEG and woman NEG 3s COP and woman.NEX

Dii (Duru)

Clause-final negation marking; 3 different morphemes. Double negation in verbal predicates.

(1) péli Negation of Identification and exsitence.

a)  gbanaayé péli S/he isn’t chief. gbanaa i. S/he is chief.
chief exist NEG.EX chief EX

b)  mam péli. There is no water. mam dil-1. There is water.
water NEG.EX water COP EX

(2) V-n...né Negation of verbal predicates.

a) O yaan neé. S/he doesn’t come. O yaa 0. S/he comes.
3s come-NEG NEG I's come ACT

b) wayé baan hén né.  S/he doesn’t cultivate wayéé baa  héni. S/he cultivates
man cultivate. NEG thing NEG  anything. man cultivate thing. EX something.

(3) sa Negation of Imperative and Subjunctive

a)  4m yaa s4. come ! yaa o Don’t come !
? come NEG come ACT

b) ayaasd S/he shouldn’t come ! ayaao S/he should come !
3s.0BL come NEG 3s.0BL come ACT

@) Position of Negation Markers in subordinate clause and questions.

a) O diyaan n-a. Won’t S/he come ?

3s AUX come.NEG NEG-QU
b) 4 yaan né téé van mbaa o. If S/he doesn’t come we’ll stay.

3s come.NEG NEG CON 1P stay ACT
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Beiya

Kleinewillinghofer & Littig

(Source:U. Kleinewillinghofer, S.Littig, field notes)

Absence of Clause final negative marking in verbal predications. Clause-final marking only in certain copula

constructions, verb-less clauses and nominal predications.

1) wé
Y35 yen kisén *wa.
COP thing bush NEG

@V

a)

mi wakd gommi.

Is hunger hurt.1s.0.NEG

mo wakd gommad

Negation of copula constructions,

This is not an animal.

Negation of verbal predication
Me, I’'m not hungry mi

Me, hunger doesn’t
hurt me.)

ya. Aren’t you hungry?

2s hunger hurt.2s.0.NEG QU

b) min tiirs  Falé.
Is come.NEG Poli.

c) md lif sook
2s eat. NEG Sok.

d)  minipd béksd
Is

Ldntd people: Lopmo

I don’t come to Poli.

Don’t eat Sok!

nombs wad wai sa.

see.NEG snake.CL bite. PERF kid male CL

verb-less clauses and nominal predications

waks gommi . Me, I’'m hungry

Is hunger hurt.1s.0

mo wdkd gomm3 ya.

2s hunger hurt.2s.0 QU

Are you hungry?
min turd Falb. I come to Poli.
Is come Poli
md lii sook Eat Sok!
2s eat Sok

I didn’t see the snake who bit the boy.

(Source: Kleinewillinghofer field notes)

Clause-final Negation Markers are the only sign of negation; Three different morphemes.

) yé

a) o hd pIago yE
3s eat meat NEG
o dd plogo hon yé
3s be meat eating NEG

paog hoyi  yé
meat eat.PASS NEG
b) wof gar yé
3s be chief NEG
maag pi ye
water COP NEG
2) s¢
a) 4 ho kdor s€

2s eat food NEG

ba  hil kdor sé
Ip.IN eat.PL food NEG

b) we ho piog sE

S/he didn't eat meat.
S/he doesn't eat meat.

S/he is not eating meat.
S/he doesn't eat meat

The meat is/was not eaten.

S/he is not chief.

T/here is no water.

Negation of Imperativ and Subjunctive

Don't eat (the) food.
You shouldn't eat food.

Let's not eat (the) food.

He shouldn't eat meat.

Negation of verbal predications & copula constructions (Ident. and Exist.)

o hd poogo ba.

wa(f) garyo. He is chief.

maago. (T/here is) water.

4 ho kjore ba. 4 hs koore bo.
ba hil k3or (bo).

wa ho piog ba.
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3) so6 Negation of presentation (This/It is not X." "It is not so.")
mi S0. It is not me. mi yo. It's me.
NéE maag so. This/it is not water. (néé) maago. (This/it is) water.

Y3, wa (F) gdar s6.  This one, he is not the chief. YO0 garyo. y33 wa garyo. y33 wa f garyo.
DEM.CL1 3s (be) chief NEG

4 Position of CNM in subordinate, relative clauses & questions.
nhén beg kda noy yeeé yd ko, yeE. I did not see the snake that did not bite the dog.

Is see snake ANT.l bite dog NEG REL, NEG

4 gan ma s6 no, nda gan me? If it wasn't you who brought it, who brought it then?
2s carry 2s NEG "if", ...

kaa wo wa.d ligors pi yé€e£?  Wasn't he in his room?
ANT.1 3s. 3s.POSS.LOC room.LOC COP NEG QU

Kobém people: Kobo (Source: Kleinewillinghofer field notes)

Clause-final Negation marking; one morpheme only. Double and triple Negation Marking.

(1) k.. V-"... ro Negation of verbal predications.
kina € ko35 ro. I didn't eat (the) food. mi re.shi k55, I eat food.
NEG.1s.x eat. NEG food NEG Is eat.PERF food
kdna worh gwaa ro. He didn't build a house. o wom.shi gwaa. He built a house.
kina  reti k33 ro. S/he has not yet eaten (the) food. o re.ti k9o. S/he has already...
kita ré koo ro. S/he shouldn't eat (the) food.
() kK pi... ro Negation of progressive and copula construction (Ident. and Exist.)
a) kim pi gwaa wom.kpu ro. I am not building a house.  mi pi gwaa wom.kpil.
= kim pi wom.kpu gwaa ro. = mi pi womkpu gwaa.
NEG.ls cOP build.vN house NEG
b) kim pi réi ro. I am not inside. mi pi réi. I am inside.
ka pi gonzu ro. He is not [the] Chief. (wiri) pi gon3.  He is [the] Chief.
¢) maam k4 poo. (< piro) There is no water. mdam pi. There is water.
ki poo. They are not present. They don't exist.
() k4 ... ro Negation of Presentation
kdamiro. It is not me. ané mi. It's me.
k4 maam no. This/it is not water. (ané) maam. (This/it is) water.
4 be()... pr0 Negation of Imperative
bé-mi  re kddro. Don't eat (the) food. re-m koo Eat food!
NEG.IMP-2s eat food NEG eat-2s food
be-¢ re ks ro. Let's not eat (the) food. € re-y¢ koo. Let's eat (the) food.
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Doyayo [dooyddy3]; people: Doowaayo (Sources: John Hewson: 2009; U. Kleinewillinghéfer , field notes)

Clause-final negation marking only in negation of "performative" aspect", verb-less clauses and nominal
predications. Additionally double and triple negation marking.

"There are three negative constructions. The first is found with the Performative aspect, the second with the
Imperfective, and the third with Imperative. ... In the first the negative particle ge* is added at the end of the phrase.
The subject pronoun takes tone ' and the third person subject is deleted as usual. The verb takes tone * on its
nuclear syllable, tone ' on the second syllable (if any), and tone * on the third syllable (if any)." (Hewson no date:
9) (tones in Doyayo: '?** (Wiering & Wiering 1994)

Q" v.. g Negation of "Performative" aspect.
o wom ge. S/he didn't build . e won? womo. = wom liko.
mii wim lig ke’. I didn't build a house. mP won?® Iiko.

Q) ... tdz... Negation of Imperfective aspect.

"In the second negative construction the distinctions between the Remote, Proximate, and Present are neutralized:
all three have the same form. The subject pronoun again has high tone, but the negative auxiliary zaa’”,be not"

replaces the normal gi”,,be”, and the -ko suffix carries tone ® ... " (Hewson 2009: 9.)

taa’ lik wonko’. S/he is not building a house. gr wank Iiko. S/he is building a house.
3 b ... Negation of Imperative and Subjunctive
a) bom3s womo’ liko. Don't build a house! wo'mo?! wont Iiko.

Build a house!

bo m3 tul. Don't go out! tu mo’. Go out!

bo we le. Let's not eat! ye wWE le. Let's eat!
b) bo gi' le nambo. S/he shouldn't eat meat. gi an gi' le nambo. S/he should eat meat.

gi an mo le nambo.  You should eat meat.

1A) ... g¢ Negation of nominal predication (Identification, Presentation)
mif ge-. It is not me. mif ya"”. It is me.
YEIré mém ge’. This is not water. YEIE mEmE. This is water.
mém r3b ge’. The water is not good. mém b ba. The water is good.
2A)... td... Negation of copula constructions with g7.
mém ta’ ro. There is no water. ménr’ gr ro’ There is water.
mii tda’ dir. I am not here. mr gF dir”. I am here.





